TRY YE 


AND 


TYRANNY: 


OR, THE 


Preſent State 


' FRANCE, 


* In relation to Its 


Government, "Trade, Manners of the Peo- 


ple, and Nature of the Countrey. 


As it was ſent in a Letter from an Eg. Gentlemat: 
abroad, to his Friend in Erglazd. 


. - Wherein may beſeen the Tyranny the Subje&s of France are under; 


being enſlay'd by the two greateſt Enemies to Reaſon,as well ast0 
Chriſtian or Humane Liberty,l mean Popery and Arbitrary Power. 
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Tanc ia Res agitur Paries cum proximus ardet. 
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7. By cooniying at the Clergy, when .contrary to Law, 
they force their Children from them,and caneealing them 
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7 makes them take Theix turn in Flanders 3. and '» 


gives many canſiderable Penſions, and the truth is,” en - 


yours todeſtroy all ather Suppports,. both; of them and 0 
the Nobility-and Gentry, and to make them all to depend 
abſolutely upon. him and. tis Peafipns. F 
. As for the 44jt54 by Sea all-that 1-foell ſay by way of - 
Refletion, is, that be doth. vigoroufly-endeavourthe En- 
aſe.and Propagation of Trade, and Building of Ships,to 
whichead, he is reported to make up his Fleet 100 Sail,and 
daily encreaſe his Stores, by purchaſing and cutting down 
Timber be finds fit for it, ani alſo. hath found out great 
ſtore.of Maſts. of Timber of his awo, wich Pitch and Tar, 
procuring men out of Swede/azd to teach the making of it 
be ne Pefetts Lind at preſent, which time may reCtifie 
are built too high and tao narraw,the Gunscarry 
vot 28 /. Bullet; they want Gung,and treat Strangers 
but 11] after they have got. them into Service ; the Pay of 
Xn is. bys [toi Lives 2 Month, whereig Diet iz reckop- 
Dis undertaken by each. particular Captain;thar Gallics 
wark . ſcrved:, anly by candemned Perſons, which they 
ee ena Cho pingaiar they 
»6 07 '0 manner 0 Ing,t y 
cio wake the ns ve; Fear wy rn es _ 
igger;and In purſuit hereof, they dail great Guns 
kad ig Garrifans iato this Jaap dpi nay do well e- 
99ugh for. Land, bat. nat for Sea-Service. To which I may 
10, tha Port be hath cauſed to be builr at Charante, Hare 
Ce Mitts eek prnpake ng rb Laney ard int 
z4pte, Out $0 ) | :knavery andindi(- 
F&iou of thaſe that are Querſcers, that he is Iaughr at by 
Walt that {oc it, with areparation of fattifications of the reſt 
dey Ports and Havens, and the many Works he hath. pro- 
Viggd 1a ſeveral Places for. the caſting of Ordnance,Anchors, 
296; providing Materials for Shipping and: alt -warlike-Mu- 
n4449ns, , apdthe.greqt encouragement-he:givesto allGen- 
tlanea.to:go —— manner mhere- 
| : 2 by 


\ "ED 4 
(10 ) 
by he' promotes Trade” and building' Ships 6f Force 
priyate inch (wbich ſhall farther be fhewed under Hurt 
of Trade.) As forthe'Governor hinbſelf,the King of Frame, 
I ſhall* beſparing in his Chara@er, becauſe he is ſo well 
known; that I might. run the danger” of Flattery, 1 ſhall 

only.remark the moſt eminent Vertues in him. 
© ._ 1. Induſtry; being the-Doer of all things hiwmſelf,waking 
choice'of-fit Inſtruments to aft under him, both for Advice 
and Execution; not ſuch as can incline bim, reſerving the 
Determination' and Account of all that is done unto hin- 
felf ; and but one day in the Week that ' be is not perſonal- 
ly preſent in his Councils. TSIet 
- 2. A well-ſtated Reſerve in his Comportment ;- being ea- 
fie of Acceſs to all men of Buſineſs, and incommunicable to 
all other Familiarities.” bo . 

3.The great Command over his Paſſions, which he expreſſes 
upon all oceaſions;and government of his Fongue,whereby 
_ obtains great Secrecy,& renders his Counfels inſearch- 


+ | Poo IG 
4 His unparallell'd Conftancy in theſe andall other his Mea- 
ſares, not quitting Friendſhip with any one be 'hath once 
made choice of, whether of his Favourite-Miniſters,-or belo- 
ved Miſtreſſes, notwithſtanding the onſucceſsful Underta- 
kings of the firſt, as in the buſine(s of Gydgery in Africa, Eaft 
and Weſt- 1ndsa Trade, and new Manu tes. '-- 

To this | may oppoſe, by way of Balance ; 

i, His Parcimony ; which may rather ferye an Exceſs of 
Virtue than of Vice:whereby the Servicesdone to him are not 
ſo well rewarded; all the Eſtates of men depending vpon 
him,not ſupported, they by that means being indigent and 
diſcontented: This ſeems grounded upon the Experiment he 
had of the Misfortune of his Anceſtors, by their contrary 
praCtices,not from atiytnclination in him to Avarice; which 
is ſufficiently confirmed in him, by his Eateeprizes, which 
have always been carefully ſuſtain*d by his magnificent buil- 
dings; furniture and fortreſſes, as alſo by his inmptuous and 
ſplendid entertainments (the Ballad repreſented 5 cr 6 Car- 
navals ago,ſtogd him ig 180000 Livr.which is 140001, ow 
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C £1) 
ferments and Rewards, npon-fith as havedeferved well of 


-kimin Civil or Military-Employments; 'not ' {nffering them 


tomake any Adyantage, or to take one penny more than 
their Wages or Salary, from any of his Subjects, or others, 
for thedifcharging of their Offices, and turning thee our 
infallibly,. and puniſhing them ſeverely when they do other- 
wiſe, thereby obliging them to Fidelity, Induſtry, and an - 


abſolute Dependency upon him, and by his employing the 


.meaner ſort in Buildings, ManufaQuries, Fortreſles, in Flan- 
ders and "France, Magazines, new Chanells, Havens, Ship- 
ping and Trade at [his own Expence, thereby making the 
Money circulate quick. Hy 0Bs & i 
,+..2+; He is too: rigorous in his Diſcipline and Execytion ' of 
Laws and Reformation of Buſineſs,even to adegree of ſeem- 
ing Injuſtice,as the Military Diſcipline, Treatment of Faw 
ker and the \Parifiave ReduCtion of Offices and Officers do 
evidence. 267 * ; ; 
. 3, His perfonal Vices are(too'publick to the World; -2nd 
too open in his'own Kingdom,whereby Corraption of Man- 
ners is produced in. his Court; and amongſt the Nobility, 
even to the ſpreading it ſelf to all Degrees and Sexes. 
_ 4- Amonglthis DefeCts may alſo be reckoned his not be- 
ing regardful enougtvof-his Faith and Honour in matrers of 
iances where his Iatereſt is concerned. op 


WW | C encerning Trade A 
The Enlargement and Advantage of Trade ſeems tobe 
one of the greateſt Deſigns of his Crown, nor is there any 
Coſt ſpared therein ; as well appears by theſe enſuing Par- 
Eiculars. | | 
'I, Their Endeavors to enlarge both Foreign #nd Dome- 
ſtick Trade; as: to Foreign, the ereting of Eaſt India and 
Weft Indi and Northern Companies, the encouraging and 
Countenancing them with great Priviledges, both real and 
perſotal, and exempting the Commerce from derogating 
Nobility, their Commodities from all Inland Duties,cither 
Provincial or Entries into Towns or otherwiſe: 
2, Aſſiſt 
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ho pours, 16 pbliging-all'bis 'Dependemts to he 
SFYIACTa th hoteret eat. IMpagtance. 
he Increaſe of, Nayigatien and Shipping is procured: 


nr theſe means. 

1, Giving 5001. ofhis own- Cuſtoms, by way of Encou- 
ragement far every hupdred Tuns , $bipping kis Subjects 
fhall build, 1.=%j 190 Tens burden, and 409 Livres far 


all they 7 Ball ty 
"'2: Rendring of Perſons incapable in Corporations rela- 
ting $9 Trade-, .that: haye not ap Intereſt in'Shipping, to 
= 2 a proportion appointed to each Officer. 

lecting a Northern Company to furniſh his $ubjets 
with Proviſions of: Shipping at. the beſt hang; and-alſo en- 
deayoorla L, fi p _ Ret in his {#8 Conntreys as | 


ys Gil tir Shipping Preference of Emplaymeat, ” 
the 
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(13) | 
the Jite $ditts for Salt ſhews, obViging all his Offiters to 
Fretich. Ships at Fact 3 a Rarebefore any Str | 
as alſo fifty Soulz per T'un impoſed vþonFortign Veſſels. 
as Senſing towels his Sabjefts ſale Merchants of 
es, as well rted as exported, nd not only by 
the Pciviledges already mentioned upon their Commodities 
and Ships, but alſo by brting aft manner vf Difcourage- 
mevts opon all Foreign Fa&tories and Merchants by Difficol- 
ty in their Diſpatches ,detays in point of Juſtice, wbjeRing 
them tq Foreign Duties and Seizures, not ſuffering them to- 
be Faftors tothe French or any other Nation but their own, 
at in caſe of Death to have their Eſtates feifed as Alvens, 


| ops yi OoaheFatce and conceiving'the' French have as to- 


at ee ho imptay'd in the Service of Foreigners. 
he'great ; ho. taken to ſerthe Paaron Work; to 
Pi . of Trade, and disbtirdening the reſt bf their 
Rellow- oa, as Workhooſes over all France note, 


5, y at Paris, and at Lyons which hath Hoftels de 
the DON ww FAR them in [dleneſs. 


110 e 


* Candida | Hilal Fork ners ro » Tee, or abide in 
© Flatice, and fo; Aon, the n anber of Subjefts, | As Foes 
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zlatwo. years time, ſoon after the Kings Marria 


3 when, 


the Kingdom,was in Peace the King drew from thet, P eifiens 
. 6x ſcore Millions of Livres. -: : 
Seme Defetts and Difficulties in thr way of their Tr ade mamaged. 


1. The Wealth of the. BurgonTecms inconſiſtent with the 
Policy of hls Monarch, | F 2Y br up us 

2. The Arbifrarineſs of the, Tallies diſconrageth 
meaner ſort, ſecking after no mt ings 
Neceſſity, and rakes Towns fearful to receivenew Manu: 
fafturies for fear of Increaſe of their Tallies 

3. The Prejudice the Trade lies under as to the Nobili- 
ty, being inconſiſtent with it, the Policy of this Monarch 
deſigning them all for. Arms-and Art, and not. for Trac 

4. Theunſetledneſs of the Books of Rates and g ri 
bitrarigeſs ofthe Kings 


Oe and Farmers, Thc "Ire 


too much favoured by 
5. The preſent Policie Admits not of any Corporations of 
Trade to be Eletftive. 


6. Want ofable Merchants amongſt them, and. potting 
the Direttions of all their preſent Companies,into the Hands 
of Perſons ignorant in Trade , Favourites of the preſent 
Miniſters; whereby they have ns the third part of the Stock 
of the, Eaſt India Company already , kg all the new 
ManufaCtures Monopolies, whereby molt of heb etn ate come 
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fon real, and Salt Merchaiitable', ſucceed, and. Trade 'and 
ufa&turies be made free and theBook of Rates be Regulated, 


under the preſent Encouragements z and the great Advantage 


of the cheapneſs of Wofkand great Induſtry of Workmen 1. 
were much to be feared,that the reſt of the difficulties would: be 
overcome. Since | wrote this,the King hath palled an-Edidt, de-: 
claring, That the Trade of Merchandize never ought to have 
been, nor never ſhould be, in any time to come, eſteemed a De- 
rogation to Nobility ; and Ennobling it with-many Privileges, 
and by the diminution of the Profits and Privileges of all 
Charges Military and Civil ( as I haye before obſerved ) en- 
deavouring to Neceſlitate the Gentry, and Sons of the Nobi- 
lity themſelves to merchandiſe, 
Concerning the Revenue. 

The whole Revenue of the Crown is Eighty Millions ; all 
Charges deducted, comes to ſixty Millions of Livres yearly, 
not poſlible to be augmented ; the Clergy, Nobility, and Par- 
tizans being already pared and pilled , the Tallies . and 
Gabals in moſt places,upon the meaner ſort,being fo far ſtretcht 
that they require abatement : Eſpecially in reſpe&t of Cellation 
of War,and Interruption of Trade with Foreigners,by reaſon 
of their new Projefts about Trade;but in general, this I muſt 
ſay, that there never was more Care taken in managing of the 
Kings Revenues by S$uperiour, as well as Inferiour Officers, 
and am informed, that the Tally is ſo regulated, that the Ex- 
pence in Levying it comes not to above a twentieth part; but 
its Arbitrary manner of Colletting the Tally is thus: The 
King ſends down tothe Intendant what he intends to Levy 
upon. the Province by way of Tally ;- the Intendant, conſult- 
ing the Eleft of each Diviſion, returns up word.what he thinks 
it able to bear that year, with the rcaſons thereof; then the 
King hxeth the ſum; then the Elefts are convened to diſtri- 
bute the Sum upon each Diviſton ; And laſtly, the Intendant 
adViſeth with the Eleft; fixes the Sum upon each. Pariſh, as 
he pleaſeth,(which is praQtiſed v-ry Arbirrarily ) and alſo ap- 
Points the, Aſſeſſors in the Pariſh, ( who are anſwerable for 
the"Taxes upon the Pariſh out of their own Eſtates) and may 
impoſe the. ſame Arbitrarily on their Neighbours, yet moſt of 
them of any Subſtance take their Turas, and are much regu- 


C lated 
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Rated by new Edifts., 'in impoſing and"levying the fime. ' 1f 
there be any complaint made, thar:the Pariſh '5s over-byrden- 
ed, the Remedy. is by Petition to 'the' Intendant, wHo, vpon 
Examination, doth as he ſees cauſe; and the Appeal from him 
is only to the King, which is rarely or never- practiſed ; for 
thoſe that are great men, and concerned at'Coutt, are always 
favoured by the Intendant, and for 'the reft *e matters them 
not. The Intendant, as I aid before, is -an Officer Elected to 
Govern and Overſee the Afﬀairs of the Revenue and Finances, 
but his Power is fince inlarged to Examine and Deterinine all 
. Complaints concerning the good Government of the Province 
and every Member, and now lately to overſee the new Mann-! 
fafturiesand Trade, and all other things, except the - Mikiria, 
and he gives a conſtant Account to the King by a Maſter of 
Requeſts, of the Eltate of the Province, and Trade, and of all 
ſuch Grievances, Inconveniences, and Complaints, as are not' 
in his Power to remedy, and is become a very neceſſary Offi- 
cer z yet rarely any of Quality is preferredito this Imployment 
but men Induſtrious, bred -up to the Law. If there be any 
complaint between the Aﬀefſours and their Neighbours, this 
js determined at the Court of the Elets. Now it is to be 
known, theſe EleCts are certain Officers, who buy their Ofi- 
ces, and are appointed by the King for each Diviſion, though 
poſlibly in their beginning they were eleCted-by each Diviſion. 
There lies an Appeal fromthem to the Courts of Aids, where atfo 
Proceſs iſſues forth againſt the Aſſeſſors, if any Sum be behind; 
which Courts are aſſiſted with the Chamber of Accounts; theſe 
hold Plea generally of all Matters relating to the Revenue, and 
the Edicts concerning the ſame, are now uſed to be Regiſtred 
there, and not in Parliament. ' ; 
An Account of the Clergy,and their Revenne, 
The Roman Church of France hath in it fourteen Arch- biſhopricks, 
viz.. Lyons, Sens Auches, Arles, Remes, Bourdeaux,Tholouſe Burgers, 
Narhbone, Aix Vienne,Roan, Paris. Under which are contained 95 
Biſhopricks, 1 20000 Pariſhes,or cures;it hath1 356 Abbies,12400 
Priories,255 Commanders of Malta, 452000 Monaſteries, that 
heve all Chaplains,beſides the Monaſteries of Religious Women, 
of which the number.is 557. Beſide theſe, there are 500 Con- 
vents of Cordelis, without comprehending the Focobinsand Carme- 
lites, the Augnſtines, the Charteva, the Bel:iſmes, the Jeſuits,'the 
| HA; 
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; h'6 the eople,, 4 to j 
The Nobility and Gentry, c unleſs it be Tach as are.aſlred of 
Eccleſiaſtical Preferment)areuvlearned,yet generally.well bred, 


to the Law. 3# 

The Gejtry, when they are paſt. the Grammdr-5chool, .ars 
uſually ſent ihe Academies, where they abr, toride the great 
Horſe, dance;fefice, and ſome of thei Tome part of the Mathe- 
maticks ; eſpcially Fortifications. 3 OY bal 0 oh 

The Burgois are very ingenious, the Artiſan and. Peaſant ye- 
ry laborious, of which latter ſort, not a band is idle from break 


of Daytill Night ; all, except the great. Nobility.;and.Gentry., 
Deyout; they are Civil to Strangers, Servile to, Oe Ts 
and Good to their Relakiqns and Families.” 1 ..... * 

| . Their Defeits and Vices.. 

They are ſuperficially Learned, or knowing nopght.but Law, 
Phyſick, Chirurgery,and Art of War; horribly addiQed tp,Lux- 
ury, and Vices of the'Court, .4s-plalp Building, -great;T rains,; 
Courtſhipand Entertainments, wHich ſeems to be the, Butt-and. 


Scope on all men of all Degrees.cloge Poplatts > Proud; Boaſt- 


ers, Deſpifers of others,Envious of their Superiary,and Tyzan- 
nical to their Inferiors,Slighting, in their Friendſhip, Uareaſo- 
raþle in their Askings,Unjuſt in their Dealing, extreamly given 
to Law-Suits,and Exacting upon 'Strangers,jayn'd Wite Copet- 
Confidence, from ttie Higheſt to the "Loweſt. The um of all, 


' they employ themſelves to a'Court-Deportmeiit, are not. i;atu-. 


rally Induſtrious, except to [acquire Mony for their Luxury ; 
which the Peaſant alſo would be inclined unto, were not his 
Condition fuch as puts him in deſpair of ir. : 

As to the Countrey ; The Air is generally very wholſom, the 
Towns well built,the Soil very fruictul,and-well improved in all 
but Herbage, abounding in ſmall walled Towns and Burroughs, 
through the multiplicity of Lords that ſh:r'd the Lands, now 
generally decayed, an ill People, delicious Companies, and full 


_ off elegant Seats and Country-Houſes, generally ſmall, but em- 


belliſhed 
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belliſhed; with Grayps apd :fane n$5. the great Citigs: ars 
full of ſurptrons B Ms Ar PSs nem Von Ay ; 
the” Religious with Officers'of all kitids,; and ſmall Artizaps-; 
there is abundance of Wealhebab lleted no where butin the 
Crown; the reſt, the Lawyers, Clerpy, and Officers hitherto 
hire etage 7TH: wont RY 
Reflections on the Alliance of France,” and its Foreign Tateveſt. © 

— They are ſuſpdeg"by alt their Neighbours at, preſent,,.tho' 
ſome,out of Netellity or Interelk, are forced 'to depend anthem; 
fuch are the Princes' of the Rhine, the King of . Portugal, the 
Dukes" of 'S-woy and * Barait; the Dutch, in” Caſe of Difference 
with- Eng land; the Dar? is geneaally oppoſed to the' Smedes,and- 
Jofine to - Holt, the Pal upon Defetive 9gainlt the Swedes 
Mofeov#4 andthe Coſſack, the Swedt and Swiſs, upon accalion. 
for-Money/ifhot otherwiſe etrployed; the Tralian per feftly Spa-. 
niſh, except the Duke of 4edera ;, the Tark, upon occaſton, may' 
make a Diverſion'upon the Empire with theſe ſeyeral reſpects '% 
they regard Prunde, with great Hopes that England will be cor- 
rupted;/avif hith bin bitherto wich the Defigns of changing the 
Goverment; their flattering Hopes of Aſliſtance in that behalf, 
are alſo to ruine the Durch, and make'vs ſharers in'Flanders; be- 
{ide the Spms of Money to aſliſt the King in his Neceſſities, and 
to corry Aqphryocun 40 the Baitsby which they have hither- 

ro previes, 


M bope ſtill ro'catch'us. As for their Tripte Al- 
ed NCE dap preke © Bed; 1is,.to get an opportunity to' fortifie 


al Pories and Intereſt at hame, ſettle the Re- 


F , | 
venite6f the Crown, to keep up a confiderable Army always in 


_ preparati take advanrage of the firſt Occaſion, and to ob-' 
lige the Spaizard to aconftant Charge of entertaining the Swede, 

by keeping ns fromalt tu her Occaſion,zg endet'us cool in the 

Proſecution of Alliances, unprofitable to'the"Spari2d, burden-' 
ſom to ourſelves, 'witbout, Ptoipett of foryte Advantage, and 

to give vs leiſure of dividing among our ſelves. To this I'may 
add, the fomenting the Duke of York's Intereſt, and Don  Jnans 

in Spain, and their Pretence in, weakning the Dutch, in direCt- 

ing their Trade by their new Impoficions, 'and new introduced 
Mannfa@turies, whilſt we in our ManufaCtares ſuffer moſt by.. 
them, the' Dwrch looking well enough to themſelves and their 

Concerns. 


Paris, SIR), Your moſt Hymble Servant, 
FINIS, 
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